[Long-term sustained low efficiency dialysis in eight patients with class IV NYHA heart failure resistant to high-dose diuretic treatment].
Many of the patients hospitalized for congestive heart failure have concurrent renal failure. Most patients with heart failure present NYHA class III dysfunction, but when the heart failure progresses to NYHA class IV, replacement therapy may be necessary to remove the salt and water overload and mitigate the clinical, prevalently respiration-related symptoms. We report the clinical cases of 8 patients with NYHA class IV heart failure resistant to multidrug treatment and high-dose diuretics who were treated with sustained low efficiency dialysis (SLED). We evaluated the survival rates of the patients, their clinical improvement and cardiac performance. The obtained results suggested that treatment with SLED is the most indicated in NYHA class IV heart failure.